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Welcome to this edition of Inspire  
 
Inspire is an opportunity for us all to share with, and encourage each other with testimony, 
scripture, inspirational thoughts, teaching or a picture - anything to bless and encourage. Please 
send all contributions to me, Jenny, via: 
¶ email at inspire@belperbaptist.org 
¶ or via WhatsApp on 07500780426 

and they will be sent out each weekend via email, WhatsApp and by letter to those without 
Internet access. There is also a dedicated page on our website. www.belperbaptist.org   
 

Content 
As this will be on our website and circulated via WhatsApp we need to be careful about 
content. For example personal detail or political content will not be published.  Any views 
expressed are those of the contributor and are not necessarily the opinion of the church or its 
leadership. 
 

Church is not the building - we are!  
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Treasures in Heaven 
 
Over recent years, my dental hygienist has kept me supplied with free small tubes of toothpaste.  
These come in very handy when we are travelling.  Having a sort out of various travel toiletries 
ready for our holiday in Anglesey, I discovered a treasure trove of half a dozen small tubes of 
toothpaste and two small bottles of shampoo. I decided to take them with me.  Imagine my 
disappointment on arrival to discover that two of the toothpaste tubes had completely dried 
out and the third was virtually empty.   My hoarded treasure was not worth what I had thought 
it was! 
 
Of course, the loss of a few tubes of toothpaste has not been in any way devastating or damaging. 
But it serves as a reminder that Jesus wants our hearts to value everlasting treasures in heaven 
above the transitional things we value on earth.  
 
Jesus said: Ȱ$Ï ÎÏÔ ÓÔÏÒÅ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÓ ÏÎ ÅÁÒÔÈȟ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÍÏÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÓÔ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙȟ ÁÎÄ 
where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 
ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÁÌÓÏȢȱ (Matthew 6:19-21). 
 
0ÁÕÌȭÓ letters help us to translate this motivational message into practical application. ȰBut we 
have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
usȱ (2 Corinthians 4:7). In his day, valued possessions such as jewellery were often hidden in 
clay jars which had little value or beauty and did not attract attention to themselves and their 
contents.  Paul never hides from Christians the reality of shared experience of suffering, human 
frailty and unworthiness. Despite this, or perhaps because of it, as we seek the treasure of faith 
and total dependency on God, we discover more and more of his power within us. That power 
comes from God and not from ÕÓȟ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÇÒÁÃÅȢ 
 
It is the treasure of faith in GÏÄȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÓÕÒÐÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÁÂÌÅÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÆÁÃÅ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ 
that life throws at us.  ȰWe are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyedȱ (2 Corinthians 4:8). 
 
In writing instructions to young Timothy, Paul addresses the issue of building up treasure in 
heaven.  ȰCommand those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their 
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 
generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly lÉÆÅȱ ɉυ 4ÉÍÏÔÈÙ 
6:17-19). 
 
I suspect that I am not alone in collecting things! There is however something reassuring about 
being able to see the things we collect.  On holidays I buy key rings as a souvenir of significant 
places visited. They sit in a box and I occasionally look at them ɀ usually when adding another 
one.  They have no intrinsic value other than as a reminder of our travels. In contrast, the 
scriptures encourage us to put our hope and trust in things unseen, things that will not fade, 
waste away or lose value.  
 
ȰNow faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not seeȱ (Hebrews 11:1) 
 



 

ȰWe live by faith, not by sightȱ (2 Corinthians 5:7). 
 
ȰTherefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are 
being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternalȱ (2 Corinthians 4:16-18) 
 
 

David Harvey 
 
 

 
 

Above the clouds, the sun is always shining.  
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

Thoughts on Pentecost 

 

ò)ÔȭÓ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÔÈat you, once you heard the truth and believed it (this Message of your 

salvation), found yourselves home freeɂsigned, sealed, and delivered by the Holy Spirit. This 
down payment from God is the first instalÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÃÏÍÉÎÇȟ Á ÒÅÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ 
everything God has planned for us, a praising and glorious life. Ȱ  %phesians 1:13-14 (Message 
Bible) 
 

 

 

 

  



 

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord, 

Come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 

Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity; 

Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 

Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 

In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 

Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 

Holy Spirit, from creationôs birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made, 

Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 

Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ 

May be clear for all the world to see. 

 

You can listen to this song here 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-35IeN3cknU 

Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music (Adm. by 

CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook 

family, songs@integritymusic.com) 
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Zooming into and out of Church 
 

 

Thanks to all those who attended the service broadcast into church on 17th May, it was really useful 

to get your feedback and test the technology.  We are hoping to resume regular services in church 

from 13th June but this is dependant on some new equipment and technology being put into church 

so that we can lead services from the building but also have them available on Zoom.  Obviously, 

we will still need to observe social distancing guidance until such time as new advice is issued by 

the Baptist Union and UK government.   

 

A big thank you too, to all those who helped with getting the building ready, looking after people 

and running the technology. 

 

 
 

  



 

 

BMS Prayer Diary 
 

  



 

  


