Issue 63 - 19t June 2021

Welcome to this edition of Inspire

Inspire is an opportunity for us all to share with, and encourage each other with testimony,
scripture, inspirational thoughts, teaching or a picture - anything to bless and encourage. Please
send all contributions to me, Jenny, via:

¢ email at inspire@belperbaptist.org

e or via WhatsApp on 07500780426
and they will be sent out each weekend via email, WhatsApp and by letter to those without
Internet access. There is also a dedicated page on our website. www.belperbaptist.org

Content
Any views expressed are those of the contributor and are not necessarily the opinion of the
church or its leadership.
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The Voice We Must Hear!

A recent visit to Bempton Cliffs RSPB Nature Reserve in Yorkshire was mind blowing.
Thousands of gannets, guillemots, razorbills, kittiwakes and puffins crammed onto narrow
ledges on the cliffs was a spectacle in itself. These amazing birds leave their nests making
spectacular flights in search of food to feed their young and return at very high speed until the
very last moment when they land on the very narrow ledge. Amidst all this apparent chaos the
birds fly directly to the right nest and partner. The noise is incredible with birds marking their
territory, warding off predators, and calling to their mates. In contrast, a quiet walk through
the grounds at Chatsworth last week was disturbed only by the occasional bleating of a lamb
and the response from its mother, a reassuring connection for them through a distinctive and
recognisable sound.

All of this caused me to reflect on the sights and noises that surround us each day. For some
people circumstances mean that they are limited to the immediate surroundings of home, radio
and TV, phone calls and messages. For others, there is the constant bombardment of noise from
other people going about their equally busy lives. Shops, bars and restaurants often impose
their choice of music on us. Schools and other working environments can be very noisy. Stand
in open countryside anywhere near a motorway and the roar and rumble of traffic can make it
more difficult to hear the birds sing and the other natural sounds of nature.

It is therefore inspiring and encouraging that the voice of God can cut through both silence and
noise enabling us to hear him and speak with him.

You will recall that following his amazing encounter with the prophets of Baal during which
God demonstrated for all to see and proclaim that he was O 4 E A z ETR O & CElijahifledl éo
Horeb in legitimate fear for his life. God told him to Gtand on the mountain in thg@resence of
the Lord, for the Lord is about td AOO A UG 31 God dd nGtGpeak to Elijah in the
powerful wind, or the earthquake or the fire that followed. After the fire Elijah heard God speak
in “a gentle whispeg opening up a significant conversation to restore Elijah’s confidence. We
treasure those quiet times when God speaks with us, and we can commune with him without
the distraction of other voices in our ears.

The gospel accounts of the events leading up to the death of Jesus on the cross paint a picture
of noisy crowds demanding the release of Barabbas, Pilate bowing to the uproar of their
demands, lots of shouting, hurling of insults and mocking of Jesus to come down from the cross
and to save himself (Matthew 27). None of that noise deflected Jesus from his chosen path of
obedience to his Heavenly Father. His quiet time with God in Gethsemane will have firmed up
his resolve. Amidst all of the background noise, some standing nearby heard Jesus cry out in a
loudvoice @l T Eh %Il T Eh IPAERABAARAEOCOEADEW S T Ah [ U
i Aedo - AGBPDEAXx @0

Jesus described himself as the “good shepherd | * 11H8). He ase} the illustration of the
shepherd who calls his own sheep by name and leads them out, and as he goes on ahead of
them, his sheep follow him because they know his voice. Listening and responding to his voice
is important because he has come that we may have life and have it to the full. He is not the
thief who comes only to steal and kill and destroy, a warning to be careful about which voices
we listen to.



As Christians, we need to be aware that the noise of modern life can distract us from following
the path that God has chosen for us. God’s voice, if we hear it at all, can become just one of many
voices and opinions feeding our minds and shaping our attitudes and beliefs, encouraging us to
join in with the crowd around us rather than upholding the Spirit led lifestyle and values set
out for us in God’s Word.

0) Ai OEA CciT A OEAPEAOAN ) Eiutas the BathérknbwWsBne AT A
and | know the Fathezand | lay down my life for the sheep. | have other sheep that are not of this
sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too lWgten to my voice, and there shall be one flock and

one shepherqJohnl10:14-16).

David Harvey




News about Inspire
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As lockdown started in March 2020, Andrew created Inspire as a means of maintaining contact
with the fellowship and offering encouragement in challenging times. When Andrew left Jenny
took on the job of editing and producing Inspire each week including providing a lot of the con-
tent. With regular contributions from me and occasional contributions from others we have
sustained the production of Inspire on a weekly basis during the time we have not been able to
share fellowship in the church building.

As announced last week from next Sunday (26 June) services will be held in the church building
with an invitation for as many people as the rules allow to come along. Attendance may be re-
stricted initially, and for those unable or unwilling to attend, the services will continue to be
accessible via Zoom.

The leadership team has agreed that as we recommence church building based services, the
season for publishing Inspire on a weekly basis should come to a close. With Jenny’s holidays
imminent, we have decided that the last edition of Inspire in its current form will be published
next week 26 June. We realise this will come as a big disappointment to some, but we hope
you will bear with us as we transition to being able to meet together and share information and
news in the building.

During July and August, we will ensure that important information is communicated to the
whole fellowship using WhatsApp, email, and telephone via Fellowship Link Team Members.

Please make a note of the various Zoom codes contained in this edition of Inspire for future
reference.

Our current thinking is that from September we will seek to publish a monthly Newsletter
which we anticipate containing a variety of articles to inform and encourage everyone. Inspire
provided a mechanism for explaining and consulting on things like the CIO constitution and
Church Handbook. We will need a similar mechanism as the church enters the settlement pro-
cess to appoint a new Minister and hold elections for all trustee positions at the AGM.

[ take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone who has contributed material to In-
spire over what will be 64 weeks, Raymond for distributing it, Phil for printing hard copies, and
Jane, Mike and Phil for distributing them. Particular thanks to Jenny for her input and all her
hard work each week.

David Harvey

I'd like to add my own thanks and I'm sure you would too, to David for his dedication,
time and skill in producing the opening article for Inspire for all these months. He has
given us all so much encouragement and food for thought. On a personal note, it has
been a real honour to produce Inspire and thank you for all your comments and
contributions.

Jenny Lesley



Church Services In The Building

Providing that the technical run through goes well this Sunday (20t%), the Trustees have
confirmed that from the following Sunday, the 27t June, all services will be held in the
building with all preaching, prayers etc being led from the building. The service will also be
shown on the usual Zoom details for those who are not in the building.

However, there are still restrictions in place due to Covid-19 and we still need to take the
following measures:

You will need to book your place for the service on 27t June by emailing, phoning or
WhatsApping Jenny by Thursday 24t June at the latest. Email is
jenny.lesley@googlemail.com, telephone is 07500780426. This is so that we can monitor
numbers and arrange seating in the best way to maintain the social distancing required. It
may well be that we cannot accommodate everyone due to the need to space everyone out.

We will still need to:

Wear a mask and use the hand gel provided.

Sign in on arrival or use the track and trace app on your phone
Wait to be seated by a steward

Remain in your seat throughout the service

Leave promptly when directed after the service*

e We can gather in groups of up to 30 outside so it is possible to chat on the forecourt
outside but please do not obstruct the pavement.

e Please note that at present there are no children’s activities upstairs so children must
remain seated at all times with their parents. Also, it is still not allowed to sing or raise
our voices.

e *We are looking at the possibility of being able to serve teas/coffees after the service

e Obviously, if you or any member of your household have symptoms of Covid-19 or if
you have been told to self isolate you should not attend .

e Details of how to book for subsequent services will be in next week’s Inspire.

e Volunteers to help with things like stewarding, cleaning before and after services,

putting chairs out, refreshments (as and when we can serve them) etc would be very
welcome.


mailto:jenny.lesley@googlemail.com

Tech Team

If you've ever looked at the mixing desk at the back of church or looked at the computer at the
front and the projection system and thought “I'd like to have a go at that”, then we need you
on the Tech Team as we start to re-open the building for services.

What’s involved?

Mixing Desk:

You would need to be in church about 9.45 to get the desk out,
put out microphones and sound check them, sort out the
musicians (they can be an awkward bunch wanting everything
louder than everything else), make sure the tie microphones are
ready and let the leader and preacher have them and then
operate the sound levels during the service. At the end of the
service, everything needs packing away.

Computer System

On a Sunday, you would need to get to church about 9.45 to
get the computer out and connect it all up correctly. Phil has
done a brilliant job of labelling what needs to go where, so it is
quite straightforward. Everything needs to be tested to make
sure it is all working. As we are trying to ensure that people
unable to get into the building can still access the service, we
will be using the computer to drive both the overhead
projection and the zoom meeting, including controlling
cameras, but it’s not as difficult as that sounds.

During the week leading up to the service, the person leading will send an order of service and
may send through files or links that need to be shown in the service. Words of songs need to
be loaded to Easy Worship, the software we use, but was previously usually done by Phil or
someone else in his absence. Sometimes the preacher will send a PowerPoint to be used in the
service. This part doesn’t have to be done by the person driving the computer on a Sunday if
they don’t want to do it.

Please, please, please ....

If you would like to have a go, then please do speak to Jonny as soon as possible. Age is no
barrier, either young or old. The main criteria is being able to concentrate and be alert during
the service. Having a bit of computer knowledge would be an advantage for the computer
system.

I'd love to say that full training will be given, but it is sometimes a bit of having a go and
seeing what happens, but you won'’t be left completely in the lurch. People who already know
the systems will be on hand the first few times you do it.

Ideally, we could do with an additional 2 to 3 people for both the mixing desk and the
computer to ease the burden on those already doing it and that would mean that each person
would only have to do one session a month.

Jonny Whte



Good, Good Father Part 2

[ began this short series by looking at how I related to my earthly father when I was small. |
want to continue, if I may, by sharing some thoughts about prayer. Please don’t think I am
setting myself up as the expert. [ am on the learning journey like everyone else, but the Lord
has planted some good lessons on me as the years have gone past, which I hope will be a help.
If you are further on than I am, which is eminently possible, then [ am willing to learn!

Prayer was my first calling when I came to the Lord in May 1976. Within a few days, the Lord
had called me to pray for the group known as “The Peace People” in Northern Ireland. This
was the height of “the troubles” and there was a group of housewives who tried to bring peace
into the situation. Then again in 1980, He clearly called me to 8 days of fasting and prayer
into the Gdansk Shipyards strikes in Poland. At that time Poland was a part of the Soviet Bloc.
You may recall that there was a clear risk that the Russians would go in as they had done into
Hungary in 1956, and then again into Czechoslovakia in 1968. I clearly remember being up all
night near the end of the eight days praying in tongues for Poland and hearing myself
repeating the name of a town that I didn’t know, and then going to the map and finding the
town. Heady stuff. [ would have been one of thousands praying at that time, and one of the
least experienced, but the Russians never went in in force, and Lech Valensa (English
spelling), the strike leader eventually became president of a free Poland when the Soviet
Union collapsed.

Over the last year since April 2020, [ have had a strong leading and exciting anointing to pray
for the church in this nation, that an army of ordinary foot-soldiers rise up and be a voice in
the nation. Otherwise, I am afraid that we will miss the point of all this trouble, and not turn
back to the Lord which is in the end the only solution. I am not saying that God brought this
pandemic, but logically He must have permitted it, since He is the almighty, and nothing can
happen without His say-so. Job 1, and Luke 22:31 show us that. In fact, it is the lamb who
must loose the 7 seals in Revelation 6 onwards.

So, let us go back to our conversation with our earthly father or our conversations with our
children: If they only feature a list of requests, recognizing that these are indeed legitimately
an integral part of relationship, we miss something. The Lord’s prayer starts with an
acknowledgment of the close relationship, then comes praise, (“Hallowed be your name”),
then leads into dedication (“Your kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven” - surely starting
with our own lives, which is actually the Biblical definition of worship. Yes; a search though
the scriptures on ‘worship’ reveals that it has nothing to do with singing. It has to do with the
question, “To whom do you bow the knee? To whom do you sacrifice”? See Romans 12:1-2,
among others such as Genesis 22:1-5, noting the context of ‘Worship’ in v5.) Then and only
then do we get to supplication, “Give us today our daily bread”, then confession, “Forgive us
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us....”

Or we could go to Psalm 100, where verse 4 instructs us to enter His gates with thanksgiving
and come into His courts with praise.” That isn’t a bad formula either! You know, [ once
challenged our congregation in Duffield to spend a week of their prayer lives, using only
thanksgiving. You know what? It transforms the way that we look at things! Instead of listing
all the things that are wrong, before we make our pleas to God, (given that He knows all about
them anyway without our having to explain it all,) why not approach it this way, “God, my
Father, [ thank you that you have heard my prayers for my mum, and that by your mighty
power and outstretched arm you are working in her life!” or, “Praise you Lord that you know
all about the financial problems that we have. We continue to give, as you instruct us to do,



and we thank you that you are faithful to your Word and that you will see us through this
time!” (We have a great testimony on that one, but maybe another time!)

Or what about, “Thank you Lord for my house and my wife/husband. Thank you for my job
and thank you that I live in a country where we are not yet persecuted for being believers.”
Or, “Thank you for calling me to be a part of such a lovely fellowship, where people really care
for one another, and who believe and faithfully preach the Word”. 1am sure that you can
think of others appropriate to your situation. Try not to complain, just give thanks! I
guarantee that it will turn your situation around. [ am not saying that we should not make
any requests, you may have someone seriously sick in the family, and it is fitting that you take
this to Jesus. But what I am saying is “Enter His gates with Thanksgiving”. If it doesn’t make a
difference to your prayer life in a couple of weeks, [ will buy you a drink! How’s that!

[ am just trying to alert us to the other types of prayer that are represented in the Lord’s
Prayer: We have already listed some. After Confession, (Including self-examination about
forgiveness), there is a prayer to walk in righteousness and to be delivered from evil (a whole
session on that one), then praise to finish, reminding ourselves of who this great God is. We
could add ‘Intercession’ which it would be good to explore in another piece. Let’s look at the
rich patterns of prayer that there are in the Scripture. If we discipline ourselves to include
supplication, but not to major exclusively on it, then we will look at the clock and be amazed
at how enriched by the experience we have been.

Ultimately, the key to a fruitful prayer life is to draw close to Him and to pray the prayers that
He is wanting to give us to pray. That sounds odd, but it is what 1 John 5:14-15 says. If we
pray for what He wants to give us according to His wisdom, then we obtain what we ask. Of
course! Why not! Itis the key to intercessory ministry. We blast away to God with what we
want, but we need to wait and hear the wisdom that comes from Him and pray for that. We
then pray this way from a position of hearing from Him and that comes out of close
relationship. If you are already there, then be patient with me.

Look, [ was rushed into hospital in mid-March for major surgery, which only just saved me
from being quadriplegic. They now say I have Myeloma, which is not medically curable. Have
I complained? No, it has been a magnificent opportunity to build deeper with my heavenly
Father, and to build trust in Him as never before. We can do this. This is a lovely church. I am
so grateful that the Lord led us here for this season. Together, we can put Belper on the map.
[ thought I was doing OK with prayer and relationship with Father, but now I see I have only
started.

Greg Hall



Masese Wedding

From Pastor Simon -- "Thanks to everyone and glory be to God, we had the first wedding in
our new church building, may God bless Ezekiel and Salome's marriage".

Masese Church held it's first wedding, Pastor Simon could not officiate as he is not qualified
(vet) as he did not have a Church a pre requisite of that authority. This is something he hopes
to attain soon. Uganda has recently had additional restrictions following increases in Covid,
schools are closed but the wedding could go ahead with limited numbers.
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BMS PRAYER DIARY

Education

This last scaderssc year has Beun turbulent for
educition faciliting acraxs the workd Placte pray for

2 . children and young people in aducution this week.

— Y

A

20-26 June

Children worldwide face huge challenges to their basic right to education. At the peak
of the Coronavirus pandemic in April 2020, 194 nations had countrywide school closures,
with approximately 1.6 billion children out of school. Many children must still forgo
learning by going to work themselves just so that their families can make ends meet.

| sunpay 20

85 per cent of children in lowsincome
countries do not have access to preschool
education. Pray that governments
worldwide will realise the importance

of prioritising preschool education
amongst marginalised chidren.

mMonDaAy 21

Please pray for a BMS World Mission-
supported children's education

programme in Bangladesh. Pray that the
children will feel safe and valued in their
preschools, and that teachers can provide
fun, nurturing environments where
children can learn and thrive.

TUESDAY 22

During lockdown, lectures at a university
in North Korea have been delivered
remotely. Pray that God might infuse
online education with his Holy Spirit,
and demonstrate to these students
how much he loves them.

'] weDNESDAY 23

C

Please pray for children attending
Sunday Schools linked to a BMS project
in Bangladesh. Pray for the teachers
involved, that they will share Jesus'
love with these children.

THURSDAY 24

The Kathmandu International Study Centre’s
Education Quality Improvement Programme
(KISC EQUIP) trains teachers across

Nepal. Pray that this support will meet the
academic and emotional needs of children.

FRIDAY 25

BMS worker Joy Ransom has developed
a phonics book to help children learn to
read. Pray that the Nepali government
might allow this resource to be used
across the country.

SATURDAY 26

The lockdown in Nepal in 2020 led to KISC
EQUIP training teachers onfine. Please pray
that this training becomes accessible to
more teachers.

BMS World Mission Prayer Guide 1"



Psavory Psalms

CROSSWORD #9 PsALM 125

Learn one of the best-loved Psalins by answering questions about it in the crossword puzzle below.
Read the Psalm first!

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and
which cannot be moved, but abides forever. to those who are upright in their hearts!

2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the 5 But those who turn aside to their crooked ways
Lord surrounds his people, from this time the Lord will lead away with evildoers! Peace
forth and forevermore. be upon Israell

3 For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest on
the land allotted to the righteous, lest the
righteous stretch out their hands to do

wrong.
P LT
3
F] 5 |
’ L]
[T [ [ ]
Across: Down:
1. Mountains surround this holy city. 2_The Lord will lead away with these bad types
4 The Lord does this to protect his people. of people.
6. Peace be upon... 3. Mount Zion abides until when?
7. Evildoers turn aside with these ways. 4. This thing represents wickedness.
5. Good people are this way in their hearts.

TeachSundaySchool.com 16



Notices

Sunday Services:

Firstly, a reminder of the Sunday morning online service details:

You can join by visiting https://zoom.us/j /3431622013

... or using the Zoom app and meeting ID 3431622013

... or phone (0330) 0885830 and enter the meeting ID 3431622013 then #
The meeting password is 1893

Please pray during the week for those who are due to lead, preach and cover the technical
aspects of the service. Also please pray for all those who lead the children’s work before,
during and after the service.

This week: Leading - Jean Harvey, Preaching - Derek Allan, Tech - Phil Brown
Next week (from the building!): Leading - Jonny White, Preaching - David Harvey,
Tech - Phil, Sound - Peter

Prayer Meetings:

There will be daily prayer meetings at 7.30am every weekday morning

and 9am on weekends and bank holidays - using the new Zoom details:
Meeting ID: 899 0084 1018 / Password: 1893

Food and Community Hub:
We have a few gaps so if you are shopping in the near future and could donate one of these
items we would be very grateful:

Tinned Potatoes and Packets of Mash &

Tinned Fruit &

Steamed Puddings **

Tinned Meat Meals eg curry, chilli etc.

Toilet Rolls, in smaller packs preferably.

If you are able to donate any of these items, it would be much appreciated. All of the Co-op
stores in Belper have donation points.


https://zoom.us/j/3431622013

Diary : 20t — 26th" June

All this week’s activities are being held online. These use the normal church Zoom meeting ID
unless indicated otherwise. The Zoom meeting is usually open 5-10 minutes before the stated

start time.

Sunday 20"

09:00  Prayers (online)
10:30  Morning Service

Monday 21°t
07:30  Prayers (online)

Tuesday 22"
07:30  Prayers (online)

Wednesday 23"
07:30  Prayers (online)

Thursday 24"
07:30  Prayers (online)

Friday 25"
07:30  Prayers (online)

Saturday 26"
09:00  Prayers (online)

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]
- [Meeting ID 343 162 2013]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]

- [Meeting ID 899 0084 1018]



